Body stalk anomaly is a severe body wall defect characterised by an absent or rudimentary umbilical cord, eventration of abdominal viscera, hindgut anomalies and severe skeletal deformities (1, 2, 3) . It is a rare sporadic condition with an incidence of 0.07% in live bom infants Prenatal ultrasonography will help to distinguish body stalk anomaly from omphalocoele and gastroschisis -two other conditions with eventration of abdominal viscera (2, 3, 4, 5) . This is important because body stalk anomaly is uniformly fatal (1, 3) , whereas the other two are not. The short umbilical cord may mimic cord compression and result in fetal distress, an indication for caesarian section (6).
Prenatal diagnosis of body stalk anomaly will ensure avoidance of unnecessary caesarian section (3, 5) .
